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think, my lords, that on any other occasion but one, in the whole course of my parliamentary life, | have ever
risen, in either house, with so much anxiety as that with which | now present myself to your lordships notice.
The occasion on which alone | ever experienced a similar feeling, was that on which | brought under the
consideration of the House of Commons the conduct pursued in our West India Islands towards those of our
unhappy brethren who were there in a state of slavery and suffering. On that occasion, | felt that on the result
of the great debate in which the House of Commons then engaged, depended, not only the interests of the
unfortunate negro race then existing in the West Indies, but the ultimate fate of the whole of that race in future
time. But | have something now to maintain my spirits, my lords, which I did not enjoy at the period to which |
have just alluded. For, whereas then the sky was dark around me, whereas then there was scarcely a ray of
hope to cheer me, whereas every thing combined to inspire fear and dismay, we are now happily arrived at
such a point in the discussion of this most important affair as to throw a bright light over the path on which we
are about to enter, and to warrant us in entertaining the expectation of an almost immediate and most
satisfactory result of our labours. | attribute...
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