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indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: .need not set forth in detail things which are old and within the ordinary
knowledge of those skilled in the art; as, for example, in describing an improvement in a machine, it is not
necessary to describe in detail all the old and wellknown parts of the machine; such reference only should be
made to them as may be necessary to make clear the naturo of and the mode of applying and using the
improvement. Anything beyond this is prolixity, whereas the law requires conciseness, and tends to endanger
the interests of the patentee by causing that apparent confusion of the old and new, which will render a patent
invalid. The law further requires that in the case of a machine, the inventor shall explain the principle thereof,
and the best mode in which he has contemplated applying that principle, so as to distinguish it from other
inventions. By this word principle is meant the mode of operation of the machine, i. e., viewing the work to be
done, the manner in which the machine performs that work. Two machines, effecting the same result by the
same mode of operation, are in the eye of the law the same, although the devices used may be different.
Therefore, a machine to be new, as such, must involve a new mode of operation and this new mode must be
explained, so as to distinguish the machine from other inventions; i. e., other machines for performing the same
work....
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