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Justin S. Morrill, of Vermont: In the Senate of the United States,
April 26, 1876 Five million and a half of our population cannot
write and four million and a half cannot read. Of illiterate male
adults, twenty years of age and over, we have 1,611,213, of
which number 748,470 are whites. There are thus more
illiterate voters, among either white or colored, than the usual
majority of any party taking part at any national election. They
are, therefore, the potent auxiliaries of all parties, the decisive
make-weights, and must more or less control the destinies of
the country. Can any happy augury of ages to come be drawn
from these dismal facts? Do men gather grapes of thorns? The
liberty and equality of an immense number of illiterate people,
unmarked by intellectual eminence of any sort, empty of all
virtuous gratitude springing from the memories of childhood
and the schoolroom toward a parental government, is not
such a state or condition as freemen toil for, nor such as they
can be...
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