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*****.Excerpt: .great wickedness in his heart. He could not
forego the rewards of unrighteousness: he therefore first seeks
for indulgences, and when these could not be obtained, he sins
against the whole meaning, end, and design of the prohibition,
which no consideration in the world could prevail with him to
go against the letter of. And surely that impious counsel he
gave to Balak against the children of Israel was, considered in
itself, a greater piece of wickedness than if he had cursed them
in words. If it be inquired what his situation, his hopes, and
fears were, in respect to this his wish; the answer must be, that
consciousness of the wickedness of his heart must necessarily
have destroyed all settled hopes of dying the death of the
righteous: he could have no calm satisfaction in this view of his
last end: yet, on the other hand, it is possible that those partial
regards to his duty, now mentioned, might keep him from
perfect despair. Upon the whole it is manifest that Balaam
had...
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