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Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the following joint resolution (H. R. No. 51)
proposing to amend the Constitution of the United States: Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two thirds of both Houses concurring.) That the following
article be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States as an amendment to the Constitution of the United
States; which, when ratified by three fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of valid Constitution,
namely: Article - Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within
this Union according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State,
excluding Indians not taxed: Provided, That whenever the elective franchise shall be denied or abridged in any
State on account of race or color, all persons therein of such race or color shall be excluded from the basis of
representation. Mr. Sumner said: Mr. President: | begin by expressing my acknowledgments to the Senator from
Maine, who yields the floor to me to-day, and also my sincere regret that anything should interfere with the
opening of this debate by him. It is his right, and | enter upon it now only by his indulgence. | am not insensible
to the responsibility which | assume in setting myself against a proposition already adopted in the other House,
and having the recommendation of a committee to which the country looks with such just expectation, and to
which, let me say, | look with so much trust. But after...
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