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indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .Much business of a necessary, but not of an interesting, kind is frequently
transacted when most of the people s representatives have gone home to dine. Estimates which are not
seriously opposed have at times an amazing faculty of getting voted in an empty house. Those who have left at
eight o clock return at half-past ten to find vote after vote passed and the expenditure of millions sanctioned.
These considerations and others must have their effect when this question of adjourning for dinner is discussed.
It might perhaps be worth consideration whether divisions should be taken or the House counted out between
seven o clock and nine; but it is doubtful, very doubtful, whether it is wise to excise, even by a sessional order,
two hours from every day s work. Consequently upon the change of hours, the committee have recommended
a form of closure of the debate; but, as we have said, in considering the matter practically in the House of
Commons, effective closure must be carried before any alteration can even be proposed in the hours of
meeting and adjourning. The proposal of the committee is: --1 Putting the Question at the Close of the Sittings.
That at midnight on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, and at half-past five of the clock on
Wednesdays, the proceedings on any business then under consideration shall be interrupted, or the House shall,
if in Committee, receive the Chairman s report, and such business shall stand adjourned...
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