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The air was chill and the speed of the railway motor gave penetration to the cold. Even at sea level it is cold at
night and one is uncomfortable without a blanket. Always nature has her compensations. There are, in reality,
four distinct climates and four distinct zones of largely differing appearance and production in the little
Republic of Costa Rica which, by the way, is considerably more than twice the size of Switzerland and could
comfortably support a population of 20,000,000. There is the moist semitropical climate of the Carribean coast
region down which we were proceeding that morning. It is a region of sudden showers, great rainfall, and hot,
moist climate broken by the trade winds, and cool breezes that come from the mountains or are tempered by
the sea. For tropical glory and luxuriance, for amazing diversity in plant, insect, and bird life, this region is
probably not surpassed in the world. There is the cool and pleasant, altogether charming climate of the
uplands, the Tierra Templada, the great plateau region of the Cordilleras, where San Jose, Cartago, and other
cities are located midway between the oceans. There is the cold region of the higher mountains with its chilling
mists and often ice and frosts. And, finally, there is the warmer Pacific coast with its distinctively dry season
from December until April, where the prolonged absence of rain.is evident in less underbrush and jungle than
marks the Caribbean side and where, in dry season, brush fires and forest burnings are not unusual. But back
to our motor car. The first shafts of the...
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