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Random House USA Inc, United States, 1995. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Vintage Books ed. 198 x 130 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Following the triumphant success of her book A Natural History of the
Senses, Diane Ackerman has turned her formidable giCs to that greatest giC of all -- the elusive, eternal, and
endlessly interesting matter of love. The result is pure Ackerman: a splendid, serious, scientific, poetic, playful,
and lyrical tour d horizon of love s many forms and faces. Ackerman draws on a variety of sources, both
classical and from her immediate experience. She gives a fresh new reading to Freud ( mapping the war zones
of the heart ), Stendhal (love as fantasy), and Proust ( the erotics of waiting ), and draws lessons from lovers
across time. Her attention then moves to the physical -- the chemistry, biology, and neurophysiology associated
with love in the brain, mind, and body. She discusses the evolution of the face, the cuddle, both as caress and as
chemical, and the customs of marriage. There are astonishments everywhere. Her distinctive touch, aided by
her personal adventures and explorations, enriches our understanding of women and horses, men and
mermaids, sex and flying, and other equally enticing subjects.
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