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Series includes my two introductory volumes: Studies in Mystical Religion and Spiritual Reformers in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries; two volumes by William Charles Braithwaite: The Beginnings of
Quakerism and The Second Period of Quakerism; The Quakers in the American Colonies in which | had the co-
operation of Isaac Sharpless and Amelia M. Gummere, and this present volume, The Later Periods of
Quakerism. John Wilhelm Rowntree had planned to write the History of the Society of Friends, and | had
planned, at the same time, to write the History of Mysticism. His death in 1905 made it necessary to reshape all
the literary plans which we had made, and in the summer of that year the Series was outlined and begun. After
sixteen years the task has come to completion. The reception of the previous volumes has given us much
encouragement, and we hope that the finished Series may prove to be a genuine contribution to the meaning
and significance of one type of spiritual religion. We have endeavoured to tell the somewhat complicated story
clearly and impartially. We have not been writing an apology or defending a favoured position. We have been
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