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remember there hung in my fathers study two prints, the one a mezzotint of Professor James Gregory, and the
other, inferior as a picture, but most beautiful in its subject, an engraving of William Pulteney Alison. In answer
to nursery enquiries as to the stories belonging to these two pictures, there had always perforce to be some
dark facts related in connection with Dr James Gregory, but these were kept rather in the background, and the
impression we got of him came nearer to the incidental portrait which Robert Louis Stevenson draws of him in
Weir of liermiston. With William Pulteney Alison we could, as it were, shake hands, for the story teller could here
insert a piece of real history, of how, long ago, this man had sat beside his crib watching over him, holding him
back from the arms of Death. We watched with him as he sat there ministering to this sick child, keeping alive
the little flicker of life, keeping the little restless body still. If he moves, he will faint, Professor Alison had said. If
he faints, he will die. Across the gap of years other children held their breath till the little patient fell asleep.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may...
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