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expenditures, 2007. Excerpt: . . . 9 for decision making and allocation of resources; and to provide for the
measurement of the environmental and economic effects of invasive species treatments. An additional strategy
for protecting forest health involves USDAs work to broad-en the use of markets for ecosystem services through
voluntary market mechanisms as announced by Secretary Johanns at the White House Conference on
Cooperative Conservation. As part of this effort, Forest Service Research and Development will continue its work
regarding the quantification of ecosystem services values. INCREASED COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS The White
House Conference on Cooperative Conservation, held in August 2005, marked an important milestone in the
effort to expand and improve collaboration in natural resource management. The White House Conference
underscored a clear lesson learned from the Forest Service Centennial - that the Forest Service has en-tered a
new, more collaborative era of natural resource management. Today we are focusing on improving forest
health and promoting sustainable recreation. In order to work effectively in this new environment, the future of
the Forest Service must be built on collaboration instead of top-down regulation. The new planning rule for the
Forest Service creates a dynamic planning process that is less bureaucratic, emphasizes sound science, and
encourages more public in-volvement earlier in the planning stages. We also expect that the new system of
planning will be more strategic, transparent, timely and efficient. The planning process will be more effective
because the rule requires annual evaluation of moni-toring results and a comprehensive evaluation every 5
years. Under the old plan-ning rule, it usually took five to seven years to revise a 15-year land management...
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