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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 1998. N.A. Book Condition: New. Xiv+331pp This is a study of the attitudes and
policies of governance in India, tracing the origin and rise of the system in the 18th century under the British,
extending across the Independence, down to the present times. The political impulses which influenced India?s
administration are brought out in terms of the distance between State and the People. For conceptual
background, the place of the human individual in power structure, as it evolved under the three great world
traditions, the Western European, ancient Indian, and medieval Muslim, is sketched out, along with Mahatma
Gandhi?s revolutionary idea of the empowerment of every person in the political system. Departing from
conventional historiography and chronological narration, the author tries to address basic issues which bear
upon India?s predicament, demonstrably epitomised in the State of Bihar. Alienation between State authority
and common people, the study shows, continues to make the system increasingly oligarchical, rather than
democratic. The author claims that a massive, all embracing hierarchical administration, such as the one
planted by British rulers, was alien to Indian tradition. Leaders of the freedom movement recognized the
irrelevance of the system for an independent, democratic nation, but as they started entering the portals of
power after government of India Act, 1935, the perception started to change until, finally with Independence,
not only was it maintained but was allowed to be aggravated. Gandhi?s voice died. The mai-baap style of
British Indian civil service arose from the authoritarian character of the regime wherein the administrator and
the government were indivisible. Any opposition to government was an indiscipline which had to be
checkmated, at the cost of rule of law on which the British Indian bureaucracy prided itself. The study brings
out disturbing similarities between the ethos of the...
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