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illustrated. 1811 edition. Excerpt: . . . Memorial upon Irrigation. By David Shank, Farmer and Tenant in Low
Curghie, Wigtonshire. From the Communications to the Board of Agriculture. The Silver Medal was voted to Mr.
Shank for this Improvement. IN the district wherein Mr. Shank resides, vit. the Rhins of Galloway, irrigation is
not practised by any other farmer, and little or imperfectly by any proprietor. His attempt, or experiment,
commenced in November 1809, in a small field, admirably adapted for such an operation. He had adverted to
the peculiar situation of the field for several years: and although the land is well adapted for tillage, yet as
grazing is a great object in this country, it occurred to him, that this small field, converted into a water-
meadow, would be of essential value to his farm. In Spring 1807, therefore, after the field had been richly
prepared by a drill-green crop, he laid it off in ridges of thirty feet wide. It was then sown with barley and grass
seeds, and in the centre or crowu of every ridge or furrow, was drawn by a water-furrow plough, in order to
suit the purposes of irrigation in after years. The barley was more luxuriant than productive, and the grasses
yielded well, but a considerable part was cut and used green for horses, as soiling in summer 1808. The tenant
conceived, that it would be proper to allow ihe land to consolidate for another year before admitting the water,
and accordingly a crop,...
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