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its primary texts, preferably in the original language. This, however, is an ideal that few can approach. Almost
without exception, the sacred scriptures of the world are cryptic and difficult for the novice to make much
sense of. Moreover, everyone will find one or the other of the religions to be of greater interest, but will not
know initially where to begin. What is needed, then, is an accessible overview. General studies aim to meet this
need, conveying the basic tenets-or beliefs-of each religion at a high level. Christianity in the twenty-first century
cannot avoid confronting the questions posed by the diversity of religions. Since the Christian life cannot be
lived in a socio-cultural nor religious vacuum, it is no longer sufficient for believers to know only what their
Bible says or how to live Christian lives. They must develop the capacity to critically evaluate alternative
religious traditions and worldviews, and to cultivate the skills necessary to participate fully and responsibly as
Christians in religiously plural societies. Religion has always been with us. Throughout history, it has expressed
the deepest questions human beings can ask, and it has taken a central place in the lives of virtually all
civilizations and cultures. As we think all the way back to the dawn of human consciousness, we find religion
everywhere we turn. This may be true of the past, but what about the present - and the future?...
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