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(0OCoL()62365532 Subject: United States -- Armed Forces -- Recruiting, enlistment, etc. -- Evaluation. Excerpt: . . .
Background In 1970, President Nixon directed the Commission on an All Volunteer The Charge and the Armed
Force - the Gates Commission--to develop a plan to eliminate Debate of the All conscription and institute an All
Volunteer Force ( AVF ). The commission unanimously recommended the elimination of conscription, while
noting Volunteer Force th that, except during major wars and the latter half of the 20 century, the United States
has historically relied on volunteers for its military forces. Prior to the adoption of the AVF, there were a number
of arguments made for and against an AVF. Some of these arguments, offered by members of the commission,
Congress, military leaders, and the public, follow: Arguments against an AVF Opinion that military service is an
obligation of citizenship. Concern that the military would attract an insufficient number of recruits, especially
during times of war. Concern that because of relatively poorer civilian opportunities, African Americans would
be attracted to the higher pay of a voluntary force and therefore would be overrepresented in the force. Fear
that a volunteer military would not attract a cross section of high-quality American youth, causing a decline in
military effectiveness. The AVF is costly because of higher costs for benefits and increased pay. Arguments for
an AVF Concern that conscription is inequitable, divisive, and inefficient. Availability of more potential recruits
in the late 1960s because the baby boom generation provided more young men eligible for military service.
Concern that minorities, especially African Americans, represented a disproportionate share of Vietnam War
fatalities....
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